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The Reality

� Aging workforce in aerospace

� Declining supply of math and science skills 
coming out of universities

� Increased number of competitors

� Today’s generation of workers view careers 
differently

� Industry is making huge investments in programs 
to make a difference
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Partnership Status

Levels of
Engagement

Activities

Traditional Engagement Holistic Engagement

AwarenessAwareness

• Info Sessions

• Career Fairs

• Internship/Co-op

• Hiring

• Advisory Boards

• Research Grants

• Role Models

• Capstone/Design 

Projects

• Project Consultation

• Equipment Donations

• Curriculum Dev/ABET   

Support

• Workshops/Seminars

• Support Contracts

• Student Organizations 

Sponsorships

• Charitable Donations

• Guest Speaking/Lectures

• University Initiative 

Sponsorship

• Undergraduate Research 

Program Report 

• Welliver Fellowships

• Collaborative Research 

Programs

• Outreach Programs

• Support of Proposals for 

Education (NSF, NASA, etc)

• Patent Donations

• Economic 

Development 

Initiatives

StrategicStrategic

PartnershipPartnership

InvolvementInvolvement

SupportSupport

SponsorshipSponsorship

Industry/University Engagement Model
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Specifics for Australia

� Executive Focal to the University of Queensland

� Catalyst for bringing a highly regarded Software 
Engineering course to Australia 

� University research collaborations 

� Teaching aids for education of primary care givers

� Gateway Schools Program
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Is this the answer?

� It is a start

� What else needs to be done?

– Continue working together in forums like this

– Government support

– Focused collaborations involving government, academia and 
industry

– Better understanding of today’s workforce thinking

– Sharing lessons learned and best practices
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